SOUTH KING FIRE & RESCUE
COMMISSIONERS MEETING
November 17, 2009
Commissioner Freitas called the meeting to order at 1600 hrs with Commissioners Hershey, Gates, Fossos, and Harris in attendance. Commissioner Thompson called, he will be a few minutes late.  Board Secretary Lauri Perry recording.
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Gates.
Commissioner Freitas welcomed everyone to the regular meeting at Station 68, Commissioner Thompson called he will be a few minutes late, we have a quorum so we are going to get the meeting started. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Freitas asked for the approval of the minutes of the October 14, 2009, Special Meeting/Budget Workshop and the October 19, 2009, Commissioner Meeting. Commissioner Fossos made a Motion to approve both sets of minutes from October 14, 2009, and October 19, 2009.  Motion passed unanimously with those that are present.  
COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Commissioner Freitas noted that he was in error at the last meeting in regards to the Commissioners timeline for turning in their pay vouchers.  They can be turned in anytime during the current year. 

Commissioner Gates had no comments.
Commissioner Harris had no comments.

Commissioner Hershey reported tomorrow there is a King County Fire Commissioner meeting in Shoreline, it will include their annual legislative report from the WFCA, WFC and the WSCFF, it should be a good meeting.  He added that he will be in Tahiti a week from today.
Commissioner Fossos reported that we had our first 60th Anniversary Yearbook meeting; it went very well and lasted over two (2) hours.  The group made some good decisions, we will be needing volunteers to help, and the co-chairs will be Commissioner Fossos and Chief Church.  He added that he would like to have a Motion from the Commissioners supporting the yearbook and that it will be a bonifide department project.  The department may need to pay some expenses in advance but all costs associated with the yearbook will be paid back to the department via the sale of the books.  Commissioner Hershey made a Motion to approve the yearbook and some expenditures for the yearbook, it should be self sustained.
Commissioner Thompson arrived at 1610 hours.

The Commissioners approve the concept but after some discussion they want to check with legal counsel and make sure that this is not a use of public funds.  Commissioner Gates tabled the Motion to the December Commissioners meeting. The table to the Motion passed unanimously.  It was requested that this be added to the December agenda.  Commissioner Fossos added that he attended the WFCA Annual Conference in Spokane and he was very disappointed in the leadership and the actions that transpired after Commissioner Gates resigned from the WFCA President position.  Commissioners Hershey, Behnke, Farrell and Fossos met with WFCA Executive Secretary Roger Ferris, to see what information he had to share.   Commissioner Fossos noted that he informed Secretary Ferris that our Board of Commissioners had false acquisitions that were made against us and we don’t appreciate how this situation was handled and he put the WFCA on notice.  We don’t appreciate the way they run the business of the association nor a board member making the initial acquisitions which was inappropriate and led to the Board Member being voted out of office at the Conference. 
Commissioner Hershey added that WFCA Secretary Ferris came to the meeting well prepared he had a couple of notebooks with several areas tabbed.
Commissioner Fossos noted that he also attended the Snure Seminar; they discussed why mergers weren’t necessarily a good life expectancy for Commissioners.  Brian Snure used SKF&R as an example because due to the merger we only have one (1) of the Des Moines Commissioners left, Commissioner Fossos thought this was inappropriate, as the merger was better for our citizens and the departments.

Commissioner Fossos thanked the Commissioners and the Local for inviting him to go to the Redmond Symposium, it is a prestigious conference they have done outstanding research and they have scientific evidence that cancer is killing our firefighters.  He added that it is very important for our firefighters to wear their masks during clean-up and not be exposed to the combustibles.  He added that the Local has more information on this, but the 2-3 person staffing should go away, there is evidence that 4 person staffing is much safer, adds to the longevity of the individuals and it allows the crews to go into buildings quicker, we need to take a hard look at this.  There was some additional discussion on the following topics;

· Wellness fitness initiative, A/C Plumlee added that our program is very good, we have a great plan and it is well supported by our department.

· Infectious disease, we are way ahead of the game thanks to Chief Church and A/C Plumlee.
Commissioner Fossos noted that he would like to see us invite our politicians and legislators to our annual banquet.

Commissioner Thompson thanked us for the birthday card, he wasn’t able to attend the King County Commissioner Executive Board meeting, he was on vacation, he added that a good friend of his from Kent, Dave Jacobs passed away from cancer.  He was sorry he missed the WFCA Conference and the WFCA Education Committee meeting, he was celebrating his birthday in Leavenworth, he forwarded his recommendations to the education committee,  that they offer new classes for Commissioners around the state and create a community college offering more classes with things they need to know now and make it a 5-6 year program, they could receive a certificate when they have completed all of the classes, the Chairman of the Education Committee was not interested in his ideas.
Commissioner Hershey noted that he had submitted a bylaws to put term limits on the Board of Directors for the third or fourth year in a row, it was voted down but this time it made it to the floor, but they turned it down.
Commissioner Freitas added that in respect of Commissioners Gates and Hershey and their work on term limits, he has resigned for the E-911 committee after serving two (2) years as an alternate. He learned a lot by serving on this committee and he would recommend that all of our Commissioners should get involved with this committee.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Wayne Corey reported that the Chili cook-off that was held at the Des Moines Farmers Market raised $1,000, which benefits the Des Moines Food Bank.  He attended the CAT Meeting in November; he also discussed some confusion with a survey that was emailed out to the members of the CAT group. 
COMMISSIONERS COMMITTEE REPORT
Nothing to report.
RESOLUTION No. 452 ADOPTING 2010 BUDGET
A/C Plumlee read Resolution No 452 into record; Commissioner Fossos made a Motion to approve Resolution No. 452.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESOLUTION No. 453 REGARDING REAL PROPERTY TAXES COLLECTED IN 2010
A/C Plumlee read Resolution No. 453 into record; Commissioner Thompson made a motion to approve Resolution No. 453.  Motion passed unanimously.
CHIEF/ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
A/C Plumlee reported that Chief Church is in Ocean Shores attending the WFC Board meeting, they have been experiencing 80 mph winds, they have lost power and are finishing their meetings via candles.  A/C Plumlee reminded the Commissioners of the following meetings and events:
· Thursday, Friday and Saturday will be our annual flu shot clinic, you should be able to receive a seasonal flu shot, most of the members of suppression have received their HINI shot, so depending on how many HINI shots are left, you could receive one of them also.

· November 18th – King County Commissioners meeting in Shoreline, the vanpool will be leaving Station 62 at 4:45 and stopping at Station 26.

· November 20th – JLM Meeting Commissioners Fossos, Hershey and Freitas at 0900 hours

· December 1st – Budget, Finance & Audit Committee meeting at 0800 hours

· December 1st – Retirement Party for Commissioner Harris and D/C Biesold – 1100 – 1300 hours at Station 26

· December 15th – SLP meeting Commissioners Gates, Hershey and Harris – Station 68 at 0900 hours

· December 17th – Commissioners meeting at Station 68 1600 hours.  We will have a number of recognitions.

A/C Plumlee added that he also attended the Redmond Symposium, this is one of the best conferences, and they do an excellent job of presenting the information.  It has been reported that a 1/3 of the Seattle firefighters hired prior to 1977 have some form of cancer, this is a very high painful statistic.  We need to make sure our firefighters have protection and we can do better due to the technologies that are out there now.
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS/ SPECIAL OPERATIONS/EMS/WELLNESS & FITNESS
See above report
LOGISTICS FLEET/FACILITIES & ACCREDITATION

D/C Knorr noted that in addition to his written report, we have surplused the 1999 Ford Explorer for $1975.00 and he has a hand shake agreement on the surplusing of the Aid Car for $11,000.  He was pleased to report that if we pay off Quadrant for the property on 320th, by January 15, 2010, they have offered us a $100,000 discount for paying it of early.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT/PUBLIC EDUCATION/PUBLIC INFORMATION
A/C Plumlee noted that D/C Olson is unable to be here tonight he is attending classes at the National Fire Academy
PREVENTION 
D/C Biesold reported he, D/C Olson and Captain Raymond attended the ICC Building Code Council Conference in Baltimore. They were there with a large group of firefighters and supporters of fire sprinklers in new construction of residential homes.  The vote last year was to add in to the 2009 International Residential Code (IRC) the requirement for fire sprinklers.  This ballot passed without any problem due to all the support for fire sprinklers.  The groups who were against fire sprinklers felt that it was unfair the fire service was able to rally that large of a group to attend and vote on this issue.  They protested and were able to tighten up some of the bylaws in regard to who is eligible to vote.  The next thing that they tried to do was have the requirement for fire sprinklers removed from the code in the 2012 IRC code change.  The fight is not over yet; we still have to convince the state to adopt that section of the code.  D/C Biesold added that both he and Capt. Raymond have testified in front of the State Building Code Council urging them to keep this section of the code as it was written in the 2009 IRC.  There are still a lot of issues to clean it up, if the sprinkler codes were in the codes section the water districts would raise their rates, we need to continue working with the state on legislation on what rate limits can be set for the water district charges.
TRAINING/SAFETY
D/C Pennington is unable to be here, he is attending the WFC Meeting in Ocean Shores.
HUMAN RESURCES
Mary Stevens reported she also attended the Redmond Symposium, it was a very educational week, and she was very impressed with their presentations.  Their ability to collect funds, really hit home with the preemptive illnesses, this helps pave the way to work with legislators to change what is considered line of duty deaths.  She thanked Commissioner Fossos for keeping them company and added that there was a session on the SAFER Grant Program that was created to provide funding for fire departments to hire additional fire fighters to help ensure compliance with staffing, response and operational standards.  The rules have changed, grants are now available to rehire firefighters who have been laid off due to financial issues and the new rules will not require jurisdictions to match any of the federal funds or to provide maintenance funding for the positions.  Currently DHS (Department of Homeland Security) is accepting applications for the SAFER Grant; the application period will close on December 18, 2009 at 5:00 pm.  There will be a second application period that will open early in 2010 for $420 million to be appropriated for 2010.
Mary added that once the conference was over, she and her kids attended Disneyland, they had a great time, she apologized that if you have sent her an email and she hasn’t responded, she will be responding very shortly, she also wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
A/C Plumlee reported that the Ganems have a new little girl, Kaeyda Ganem so Joe is unable to be here tonight.
FINANCE
CFO Lawson reported that he received the bond pricing and our rating with Standard & Poors yesterday.  We are still rated at an AA+, there are copies of this information in your packet.  
NOVEMBER BUDGET
The November budget is 2.77 percent under budget, which still reflects a legal situation that we will be reimbursed for so, our budget is really 3.6 percent under budget; CFO Lawson read into the record the list of expenditures for the month.
VOUCHERS 
The following Vouchers/Payments were approved and signed by the Board. 

Mid month utility vouchers documents (15510-15521) totaling
$17,684.64
Accounts Payable Vouchers (15522-15642) totaling
$1,022,622.38
Payroll Direct Deposit Document for 165 individuals F021 – F331 totaling
$893,573.20
Payroll Electronic Federal Tax Payment totaling
$170,896.61
Payroll Check Vouchers for 2 individual (24903 & 24907)
$864.40
TOTAL approval
$2,105,641.23
PUBLIC COMMENTS
A/C Plumlee noted that it will be hard to see longtime Commissioners Harris and Hershey leave; he thanked them for their many years of dedication to the department.  Wayne Corey wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and complimented Mary Stevens on her new hairstyle.  Mary Stevens thanked Lauri Perry for all of the preparations that were involved with everyone attending the Redmond Symposium, everything was implacable and for the email that was sent out on Veterans Day recognizing and thanking our Veterans, it was first class.  Commissioner Hershey reminded everyone that the Food & Toy Drive will be starting very soon.

Commissioner Freitas reminded everyone to have your pay vouchers in by December 6th or 7th for 2009.

Meeting adjourned at 1718 hours.
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